
MALE -- (23 March 2014) -- Transparency Maldives (TM) appreciates and thanks all observers and 

volunteers in our observer network, based in 20 atolls and Colombo and Kuala Lumpur. The observers 

were key to the success of the observation. TM hopes that an independent observation effort at this 

scale has instilled greater levels of trust  in our electoral processes. The results we report are based on 

random sampling and are generalisable to the entire country. 

1. Polling day

The election day processes were transparent and generally well-administered. We are happy to report 

that the election has been peaceful with just one reported incident of violence inside a polling station. 

TM congratulates Maldivian citizens for their spirited engagement in the democratic process. 

7KH�IROORZLQJ�DUH�WKH�NH\�¿QGLQJV�ZKLFK�ZH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�KLJKOLJKW�IURP�RXU�REVHUYDWLRQ���������RI�

SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV�FORVHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�¿UVW�KRXU�RI�WKH�QRUPDO�FORVLQJ�WLPH�RI������S�P�

Voter registry was overall very clean, with a very few cases where people were not able to vote because 

their names were not on the voter registry or their details did not match. Assisted voters were spread 

DFURVV�������RI�WKH�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV�

9RWLQJ�ZDV�WHPSRUDULO\�KDOWHG�LQ������RI�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV������RI�WKHVH�FDVHV�ZHUH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�DW�WKH�

GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�3UHVLGLQJ�2I¿FHU�ZKLOH�����ZHUH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�E\�DQ�XQUXO\�YRWHU��

:H�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�SROLFH�HQWHUHG��������RI�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV��+RZHYHU��LQ������RI�VXFK�FDVHV��LQWHUYHQWLRQV�

RFFXUUHG�DW�WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�3UHVLGLQJ�2I¿FHU�DV�WKH�UXOHV�DOORZ��

Candidates were well-represented during the counting, making the process transparent and adding to 

LWV�FUHGLELOLW\��0DOGLYLDQ�'HPRFUDWLF�3DUW\�ZDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�DW�������RI�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV�GXULQJ�WKH�YRWH�

FRXQW��&RDOLWLRQ�SDUWLHV�ZHUH�UHSUHVHQWHG�DW�������RI�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV�GXULQJ�WKH�YRWH�FRXQW��2QO\������

Polling day processes well administered and transparent, but 

wider issues of money  politics threatens to hijack 

democratic process
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of polling stations did not have a party/candidate observer present at the opening of the polls.

8QUHVROYHG�GLVSXWHV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�DW�RQO\������EDOORW�ER[HV�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�DQQRXQFLQJ�UHVXOWV��

+RZHYHU��70�FDOOV�RQ�DOO�DFWRUV�WR�WDNH�LPPHGLDWH�PHDVXUHV�WR�DGGUHVV�ZLGHU�LVVXHV��LQFOXGLQJ�YRWH�

EX\LQJ��ODFN�RI�WUDQVSDUHQF\�LQ�SROLWLFDO�¿QDQFH��DEXVH�RI�VWDWH�UHVRXUFHV��EDUULHUV�IRU�ZRPHQ¶V�HTXDO�

participation in the electoral processes, and bring long overdue reforms to the electoral legal framework.

2. Vote buying

,Q�D�VXUYH\�FRQGXFWHG�E\�70�LQ�WKH�UXQ�XS�WR������SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQV������RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�

that money or other incentives were offered in exchange for their vote. Admissions about illegal 

activities such as this are usually underreported in surveys. TM’s long-term observation indicates that 

vote buying may be even more widespread in the parliamentary elections than other elections. 

Inability of state institutions to prosecute vote buying due to gaps in the electoral legal framework, lack 

of coordination, and buck-passing between the relevant institutions have allowed rampant vote buying 

to go unchecked. 

TM recommends to all relevant institutions to monitor, investigate and prosecute vote buying through 

implementation of the existing legal provisions and recommends to the Parliament to bring urgent 

reforms to the laws to better address the issue.

3. Lack of Political and Campaign Finance Transparency

'HHS�ÀDZV�LQ�WKH�VWDQGDUGV��SUDFWLFHV�DQG�SRRU�RYHUVLJKW�KDYH�OHG�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�WUDQVSDUHQF\�LQ�SROLWLFDO�

DQG�FDPSDLJQ�¿QDQFLQJ�LQ�HOHFWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�SDUOLDPHQWDU\�HOHFWLRQV��:KHQ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DQG�

individual candidates do not fully disclose where they get their money from, it is not clear who funds 

WKHP��ZKDW�WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�FRQÀLFW�RI�LQWHUHVWV�DUH��DQG��WKHUHE\�DOORZV�YHVWHG�LQWHUHVWV�WR�RYHUULGH�SXEOLF�

interest when elected as MPs.  Similarly, Transparency International’s Global Corruption Barometer 

surveys for the Maldives continue to indicate a crisis of public trust in the Parliament. Increasing 

FDPSDLJQ� ¿QDQFLQJ� WUDQVSDUHQF\� LQ� SDUOLDPHQWDU\� HOHFWLRQV� LV� FUXFLDO� WR� KROG� SDUOLDPHQWDULDQV� WR�

account, in order to prevent the hijack of the institution by vested interests and regain public trust in 

the Parliament .

TM recommends addressing the gaps in the electoral legal framework and implementation of existing 

provisions to facilitate public scrutiny, ensure periodic reporting and an effective oversight mechanism 

IRU�SROLWLFDO�¿QDQFH�
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4. Women Political Participation

2QO\����ZRPHQ�RXW�RI�����FDQGLGDWHV�FRQWHVWHG�WKH�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�(OHFWLRQV��RXW�RI�ZKLFK�RQO\�¿YH�

ZHUH� HOHFWHG� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� SURYLVLRQDO� UHVXOWV��7KH�0DOGLYHV� LV� FXUUHQWO\� UDQNHG����WK� SODFH� LQ�

the Inter-Parliamentary Union’s index of parliaments in terms of gender balance. Relevant authorities 

should identify and address the barriers for women’s equal political participation.   

5. Other Issues

$GGLWLRQDO�LVVXHV�WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�DGGUHVVHG�DUH��

Abuse of state resources and authority by successive regimes, allowing those in power to campaign at 

the expense of the public purse; 

Constituency delineation legal framework and processes that result in assignation of voters to 

constituencies not based on their domiciled residencies, robbing voters of effective representation; 

Instances where secrecy of the ballot  may be compromised when a few people are registered to outside 

WKHLU�FRQVWLWXHQFLHV� �IRU�H[DPSOH��������FDVHV�RI�VLQJOH�YRWHUV��������FDVHV�RI� WZR�YRWHUV��DQG������

cases of three voters); 

/DFN�RI�HIIHFWLYH��ORQJ�WHUP�YRWHU�DQG�FLYLF�HGXFDWLRQ�RQ�LVVXHV�VXFK�DV�YRWH�EX\LQJ��SROLWLFDO�¿QDQFH�

transparency and equality of women in political participation; and,

Uncertainties arising from the role of the judiciary in elections and, in particular, the 16-point guideline 

issued by the Supreme Court. TM reiterates that the guideline does  not improve upon the technical 

aspects of the election and recommends that any concerns the guideline intends to tackle be addressed 

through legislative reforms and within constitutional boundaries.

Transparency Maldives congratulates all winning candidates and urges all relevant actors to reform the 

HOHFWRUDO�V\VWHPV�WR�LQFUHDVH�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�DQG�LPSURYH�HOHFWRUDO�V\VWHPV�LQ�WKH�0DOGLYHV��$�¿QDO�UHSRUW�

RQ�WKH�¿QGLQJV�ZLWK�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�SXEOLVKHG�ZLWKLQ�D�PRQWK�RI�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�HOHFWLRQV�

ENDS 

)RU�PHGLD�TXHULHV��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�$GYRFDF\�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�0DQDJHU��$LPDQ�5DVKHHG�RQ��������

���������


